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A clear line, held together.: These are not abstract ideals. They are the practices we refuse to
normalize, excuse, or pass along—and the standard we ask our partners
and community to share.

01 Abuse: Any act that causes physical pain, fear, injury, or distress is outside the
oath. Violence, intimidation, neglect, and punishment that compromises
an animal’s safety are prohibited. Handling, training, and transport must
be humane, patient, and appropriate to the individual animal. Concerns
about mistreatment should be surfaced quickly so animals can be
protected.

02 Exploitation: Animals are not props, products, or instruments for someone else’s
attention or gain. We reject breeding, content, entertainment, fundraising,
or commercial practices that put an animal’s welfare second. Consent
cannot be assumed from silence; stress signals and individual limits
must guide every interaction. Stories about animals should honor their
dignity rather than turn vulnerability into spectacle.

03 Declawing: Elective declawing is a permanent procedure that removes more than a
claw—it removes part of each toe. Declawing for convenience, furniture
protection, or behavior management is prohibited. Cats should be
supported with humane alternatives such as scratching surfaces, nail
care, enrichment, and behavior guidance. Care decisions should account
for the animal’s long-term mobility, comfort, and ability to express normal
behavior. Medical care is different. A veterinarian may recommend a
medically necessary amputation to treat serious disease or injury. That is
treatment for an individual health need—not elective cosmetic declawing.

04 Ear cropping: Changing an animal’s ears for a preferred look is not a welfare need.
Elective ear cropping and aftercare intended to achieve a cosmetic
shape are prohibited. Breed fashion, tradition, or perceived toughness
does not outweigh pain, recovery, or the animal’s natural expression. We
support animals as they are, without asking them to carry a human
aesthetic preference. Treatment follows the diagnosis. Veterinary surgery
for infection, injury, or disease is evaluated on medical necessity and the
animal’s best interest, not appearance.

05 Tail docking: Tails are part of how animals move, communicate, and express
themselves. Elective tail docking for breed standards, tradition, or
appearance is prohibited. We do not treat a natural body as a defect that
needs correcting for a show ring or a trend. Animals should be allowed to
keep the physical signals and movement that help them navigate the
world. Necessary treatment remains necessary. A veterinarian may need
to remove damaged tissue after a severe injury or address disease. The
distinction is medical necessity, not preference.

06 Unnecessary cosmetic If a procedure exists only to make an animal look different, it does not
modification: belong in a welfare-first home. We reject elective procedures that create

pain, risk, or lasting change without a meaningful health benefit. This
includes modifications chosen to satisfy a trend, a human preference, or
a commercial standard. Grooming and routine care should protect health



and comfort—not disguise, reshape, or diminish the animal. Health
comes first. Routine veterinary care, injury treatment, medically indicated
surgery, and grooming for hygiene or comfort are welcome when they
are proportionate and genuinely needed.

Checklist 01 Daily care and Check how an animal’s needs fit your time, home, and household. Can
home fit: my schedule support this animal’s daily feeding, activity, rest, cleaning,

and companionship needs? Does my home, lease, household, and
existing-pet setup allow a safe, species-appropriate space? How will I
plan transport, introductions, and a gradual adjustment to a new home?

Checklist 02 Costs to research: Research the costs for this animal and your location; this guide does not
supply prices. What one-time setup, adoption or transfer, and transport
costs should I confirm before deciding? What ongoing food, habitat,
supplies, routine veterinary, and backup-care costs should I plan for over
time? How will I prepare for urgent care or changing needs without
assuming a price or outcome?

Checklist 03 Support and Identify qualified local care and practical help before you need either.
backup: Which local veterinarian sees this species, and have I confirmed

new-patient and urgent-care availability directly? Who can provide
backup care or transport when I am away, ill, or facing an unexpected
change?

Species: Dogs: What daily activity, sniffing, rest, and reward-based training routines fit
this dog and our schedule? What should I budget for this dog’s setup,
food, routine and urgent veterinary care, training, and backup care over
time? Which local veterinarian can see this dog, what is the urgent-care
plan, and who can provide backup care? Confirm provider coverage and
availability directly.

Species: Cats: How will I make room for this cat’s litter, scratching, hiding, play, and
predictable quiet time? What should I budget for this cat’s carrier, litter,
food, enrichment, routine and urgent veterinary care, and backup care
over time? Which local veterinarian can see this cat, what is the
urgent-care plan, and who can provide backup care? Confirm provider
coverage and availability directly.

Species: Rabbits: Can I provide secure room to move, daily foraging, a suitable hay-based
diet plan, and gentle handling? What should I budget for this rabbit’s
secure space, hay and other food, litter, routine and urgent veterinary
care, and backup care over time? Which local veterinarian has rabbit
experience, what is the urgent-care plan, and who can provide backup
care? Confirm provider coverage and availability directly.

Species: Birds: What does this bird’s exact species need for a safe habitat, daily
enrichment and social interaction, and feeding? What should I budget for
this bird’s habitat, equipment and energy use, species-appropriate food,
routine and urgent veterinary care, and backup care? Which local avian
veterinarian can see this bird, what is the urgent-care plan, and who can
provide backup care? Confirm provider coverage and availability directly.

Species: Reptiles: What measured enclosure, temperature, lighting, humidity, feeding, and
handling plan fits this exact reptile species? What should I budget for this
reptile’s species-correct enclosure, heat and lighting equipment, energy
use, food, routine and urgent veterinary care, and backup care? Which
local reptile or exotics veterinarian can see this animal, what is the
urgent-care plan, and who can provide backup care? Confirm provider



coverage and availability directly.

Resources · Veterinary care: Health decisions with more calm and clarity. A good care plan makes
room for prevention, observation, questions, and the individual animal in
front of you. Prepare for a veterinary visit: What to bring, what to notice,
and how to make the appointment easier on an anxious animal. Build a
preventive care plan: Create a simple rhythm for checkups, vaccines,
dental care, parasite prevention, and daily observation. Recognize when
care cannot wait: A clear list of changes that deserve a call to a
veterinary professional sooner rather than later.

Resources · Humane training: Teach without fear, force, or shortcuts. Training is communication. These
starting points keep learning collaborative, predictable, and grounded in
trust. Start with trust-based training: Set up small, achievable moments
that help an animal understand what you are asking. Read stress and
consent signals: Learn the quiet body language that says “not yet,” “that
is enough,” or “I feel safe.” Replace punishment with support: A practical
reset for behavior challenges that protects dignity while building better
habits. Find humane trainer and behavior support: Browse
source-reviewed nationwide directories for trainers and
companion-animal behavior professionals.

Resources · Nutrition: Food choices that honor the whole animal. Good nutrition is individual.
Use these guides to ask better questions and build routines that are
realistic to sustain. Choose an everyday diet: The questions that matter
when comparing food, feeding patterns, ingredients, and life-stage
needs. Make food changes gently: A slower transition can protect
digestion, reduce stress, and help you notice what works. Notice the
signs of changing needs: Weight, appetite, energy, and stool changes
can all be useful invitations to check in.

Resources · Enrichment: Make room for curiosity and choice. Enrichment does not need to be
expensive or elaborate. It needs to fit the animal, the space, and the day.
Design a low-pressure routine: A flexible menu of sniffing, climbing,
foraging, play, rest, and observation opportunities. Make home feel safe:
Use predictable spaces, quiet exits, and choice-rich layouts to lower daily
pressure. Follow the animal in front of you: Match activities to energy,
mobility, confidence, age, and the signals you are seeing today.

Resources · Transportation: Travel with a plan for safety and softness. From a short drive to a new
home, preparation can turn an uncertain journey into a supported
transition. Prepare for a safe journey: A pre-trip checklist for carriers,
harnesses, identification, breaks, temperature, and timing. Reduce travel
stress: Small choices before and during transit can help an animal feel
more secure and oriented. Plan a rescue-to-home transition: Coordinate
handoffs, familiar items, and the first quiet hours after arrival.

Resources · Lifelong support: Care is a promise that keeps adapting. The best support changes with
age, circumstance, and ability—while keeping dignity at the center.
Support an aging animal: Adapt comfort, movement, routines, and care
conversations as needs change over time. Make a care continuity plan:
Keep important information, preferences, contacts, and backup plans in
one place. Show up through hard seasons: A compassionate starting
point for grief, disability, chronic illness, and changing capacity.
Understand service and therapy animals: A plain-language guide to
service animals, therapy animals, emotional support animals, and
setting-specific assistance-animal pathways. Find adaptive-care



resources: Browse source-reviewed mobility, incontinence, rehabilitation,
assistance, clothing, and shelter resources for animals with changing
care needs.
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